76 4 


REVIEWS. 


The treatment of diseases by the hypodermatic 
method. —By Roberts Bartholow, M. A., M. D., LL. D. 
Fourth edition. J. B. Lippincott & Co. 

Dr. Bartholow in issuing a fourth edition of his well-known 
manual has again extended our opportunities of studying a sub¬ 
ject of the utmost value. 

Many additions and alterations are made necessary by the rapid 
growth of the therapeutics of active principles of drugs, occupy¬ 
ing, as these active principles do to-day, an important position in 
hypodermatic medication. 

As might be expected from its relative importance, over a 
hundred pages are devoted to a detailed description of the hypo¬ 
dermatic uses of morphia. 

The best preparations for hypodermatic use are fully discussed. 
Although showing clearly that permanent solutions are more or 
less irritating, either from the addition of an antiseptic or from 
the growth of the penicilium if the antiseptic is not added, and 
that there is often an uncertainty as to the exact dose, owing to 
the consumption of the alkaloid by the penicilium, the author 
does not seem ready to advocate the abandonment of permanent 
solutions, when practicable, in favor of powders to be dissolved at 
the moment when used, although stating powders to be safer. 

A most valuable part of the work consists of a chapter devoted 
to the combined use of morphia and atropia, clearly demonstrat¬ 
ing the greater safety and many advantages of the combination. 
When given together, morphia corrects the hallucination and 
phantasms of atropia. Atropia in small doses, -5V of a grain, in¬ 
creases the hypnotic power of morphia. The pain-relieving power 
of morphia is increased by atropia, and the after-headache and 
confusion of mind are much lessened. Careful work is expended 
on the physiological antagonisms of several drugs, especially the 
antagonisms of atropia to physostigma, pilocarpine, muscarine, 
quinia, bromal hydrate, aconite, and morphia ; also, on the an¬ 
tagonisms of strychnia to chloral, bromide of potassium, and nitrite 
of amyl. 

The first enthusiasm over the hypodermatic syringe may have 
somewhat cooled, but it is certainly growing in favor as an aid in 
emergencies. As Dr. Bartholow states, a practice has grown up 
of using ether and various alcoholic liquors hypodermatically in 
cases of great depression of the powers of life; and, although it 
is well recognized that ether, like any other irritant, when intro¬ 
duced into the tissues may be followed by abscesses, it is not as 
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generally known that the use of ether may be followed by paraly¬ 
sis. Dr. X. Arnozan in the journal de Me'decine de Bordeaux, 
June 25, 1882, gives four cases in which ether injected into the 
muscles caused paralysis of the muscles into which it was in¬ 
jected. The paralysis showed a great similarity to local paralysis, 
i. e., suppression or diminution of faradic excitability and in¬ 
creased galvanic response. All the cases recovered in various 
periods of from one to three months. 

On the whole the work is a valuable and reliable guide, bring¬ 
ing us fully up with the times, while it deals only with facts which, 
in the author’s opinion, are well established. 

Mental pathology and therapeutics. By W. Griesinger, 
M.D. Translated from the German by C. Lockhart Robert¬ 
son, M.D., and James Rutherford, M.D. New York: Wm. 
Wood & Co., 1882. 

This volume of Wood’s library indicates that there has been so 
much interest taken in psychiatry by the general practitioner as to 
constitute a demand for the appearance of a work on the subject 
in that very practical series, Wood’s “Library of Standard Medical 
Authors.” It is to be regretted, however, that a work less anti¬ 
quated could not have been used. The English edition from 
which this was taken appeared in 1867. Since then many ad¬ 
vances have been made in clinical psychiatry and psycho-physi¬ 
ology, of which this work makes no record. The first chapter 
deals briefly with the study of mental diseases. The second 
chapter, on anatomical observations, is not of much use, and 
should have been supplemented by a resumd of the views of 
Meynert. The third chapter, on physio-pathological considera¬ 
tions, is very general in its nature. The chapter on elementary 
disorders in mental disease shows that, to a certain extent, Gries¬ 
inger is hidebound by a formulating tendency. The chapter on 
insanity might be read with advantage by certain experts in the 
Guiteau case. One statement made by Griesinger in the chapter 
on the causes of insanity is in marked contrast with the experi¬ 
ence of the reviewer and the views of many authorities, namely, 
that hallucinations are much rarer in children than in adults. He 
speaks on page 109 of “ hereditary mental disorders,” a class of 
psychoses whose existence was strongly denied by all of the ex¬ 
perts for the prosecution in the Guiteau case. The classification 
adopted by Griesinger is very general. It presents some good 
features. He makes three general divisions : States of Mental 



